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Religion and Society Seminar

Group 3

Fundamentalism and the use of violence


Seminar Preparation

Fundamentalists will often attempt to mobilise the faithful to political activity. Fundamentalists are often willing to use direct action and, in some cases, they will condone the use of violence. This could be justifiable for those who regard God’s law as higher than human law. We should appreciate that religion has an important impact upon the identities of many people and that religious conflicts can be fierce precisely because they deal with fundamental core values. Using the sites below, outline the arguments that:

· Support the use of violence by fundamentalist groups

· Condemn the use of violence by fundamentalist groups

Use these notes to construct a response to the following question:

To what extent can the use of violence be justified in religious conflicts?

You can choose from two selections:

Selection 1

Sources that support the use of violence by fundamentalist groups

Hezbollah

www.moqawama.org/english/index.php
Hezbollah are a Shia Islamist group based in Lebanon, they were founded in 1982 to fight Israeli forces in southern Lebanon.

Ku Klux Klan

http://www.kkk.bz/index1.htm
A fundamentalist Christian white supremacist movement, they have a stated goal to ‘take back America’. 

Jewish Defense League

http://www.jdl.org.il/
A US based organisation that describes itself as dedicated to the protection and defence of Jewish people. Labelled by the FBI as ‘violent’ and ‘extremist’. 

Syrian Baath Arab Socialist Party

http://www.baath-party.org/eng/news.asp
Allegedly provides support to numerous terrorist groups, including Palestinian terror groups and Islamic terrorists in Iraq.

Aryan Nations

http://www.twelvearyannations.com/
A white supremacist, anti-Semitic, fundamental Christian organisation concerned with the establishment of an Aryan Nation State.

Sources that condemn the use of violence by fundamentalist groups

No to Political Islam (NTPI)

http://www.ntpi.org/
An international coalition of predominantly Muslim groups who oppose political Islam (Islamism) and Sharia law.

Free Muslims Coalition

http://www.freemuslims.org/about/
Non-profit group of American Muslims and Arabs opposed to Islamic extremism and terrorism.

Institute for the Secularisation of Islamic Society

http://www.secularislam.org/
The institute promotes the ideas of rationalism, secularism, democracy and human rights within Islamic society.

The National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT)

http://www.mipt.org/
A non-profit, government supported organisation based in Oklahoma City that arose from the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.

Centre for Study of Society and Secularism (CSSS)

http://www.csss-isla.com/aboutus.php
India based organisation of social scientists, academics and prominent citizens aimed at combating fundamentalism.

Selection 2

Support the use of violence 

http://www.derafsh-kaviyani.com/english/pipes1.html
Attempts to explain the concept of fundamentalism from all angles. Provides an understanding of the concept of fundamentalism predominantly Islam.

http://www.evolutionary-economics.org/KSH-Postings-Econ/264.html
Explains why fundamentalist groups use violence and how the western world can combat such violence. Explains why fundamentalist groups are established, in both the US and in England. Links fundamentalist groups with terrorism and the establishment of the meritocratic state.

www.amidjaya.org/militant.htm
This explains why some people feel they need to turn to violence, and supports their beliefs.
www.issuesetc.org/resource/archives/schmidt.htm How the use of violence can be justified. The way Muslims justify their violent acts according to the Qur’an
Condemn the use of violence 

http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=viewArticle&code=HAS20051015&articleId=1088
Condemning the violence of the war in Iraq and the “power of the elite”

http://www.globalissues.org/Geopolitics/WarOnTerror/Spreading.asp
Condemning violence in Iraq and the spread of violence in the Middle East.

http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~socappeal/fundamentalism.html
Discussing the impact on fundamentalism and the current state of affairs regarding Iraq and the socioeconomic climate. 

www.religioustolerance.org/rel_war.htm
Explores the different religions and how some beliefs are shared. This highlights the similarities and ironies which each religion uphold. 

www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/CDSingh.htm
Explains the use of religious violence from all aspects. This site looks at the history of religious groups and fundamentalist issues.
�  This was compiled by students at Sheffield Hallam University


�  This was compiled by students at Sheffield Hallam University





